Top 10 Driving Test Faults to Avoid (UK)

The most common driving test faults in the UK are dominated by junction observations and mirror
use, which together account for over a third of all fault marks. DVSA data for 2024-25 shows the
following as the top recurring fault categories:

1. Junctions - observation

Not making effective observations when emerging from or turning at junctions and roundabouts.
This is the single biggest cause of serious/dangerous faults and test failures.

2. Mirrors - change direction

Failing to check mirrors before signalling, changing lanes, turning or manoeuvring.

3. Control - steering

Poor steering control, over-steering, or losing smooth control on bends and during manoeuvres.

4. Junctions - turning right

Incorrect positioning or unsafe decisions when turning right across oncoming traffic.

5. Move off - safely

Moving off without proper all-round observation or when it isn't safe.

6. Response to signs - traffic lights

Misreading or reacting late to traffic lights, or stopping/going incorrectly.

7. Positioning - normal driving
Poor lane discipline, incorrect positioning on the road, or drifting out of lane.

8. Response to signs - traffic signs/road markings

Ignoring or misinterpreting signs, give-way lines, stop lines, bus lanes, etc.

9. Move off - control

Stalling, coasting, or poor clutch/gear control when moving off.

10. Reverse park - control
Poor control or observations during reverse bay parking, parallel parking or pulling up on the right.



Minor vs serious/dangerous faults

Minor (driver) faults are small errors that aren't immediately dangerous but can add up (15 or
more minors = fail). Common minors include: moving off safely, speed/progress, steering control,
and mirror checks.

Serious or dangerous (major) faults involve potential danger to you, the examiner, or other road
users and result in an instant fail. The biggest majors are junction observations, mirror use when
changing direction, and unsafe moving off.

Tips to avoid these faults

* At every junction, take your time to look properly in all directions before moving.
» Check mirrors before every signal, speed change, and manoeuvre.
» Keep both hands on the wheel and steer smoothly, especially on bends and when parking.

* Practise your mirror routine: mirror, signal, mirror, manoeuvre.

Source: DVSA data 2024-25 (gov.uk)



